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1. Introduction

Exim is a mail transfer agent (MTA) for hosts that are running Unix or Unix-like operating systems. It
was designed on the assumption that it would be run on hosts that are permanently connected to the
Internet. However, it can be used on intermittently connected hosts with suitable configuration
adjustments.

Configuration files currently exist for the following operating systems: AIX, BSD/OS (aka BSDI),
Darwin (Mac OS X), DGUX, Dragonfly, FreeBSD, GNU/Hurd, GNU/Linux, HI-OSF (Hitachi), HI-
UX, HP-UX, IRIX, MIPS RISCOS, NetBSD, OpenBSD, OpenUNIX, QNX, SCO, SCO SVR4.2 (aka
UNIX-SV), Solaris (aka SunOS5), SunOS4, Tru64-Unix (formerly Digital UNIX, formerly DEC-
OSF1), Ultrix, and UnixWare. Some of these operating systems are no longer current and cannot
easily be tested, so the configuration files may no longer work in practice.

There are also configuration files for compiling Exim in the Cygwin environment that can be installed
on systems running Windows. However, this document does not contain any information about run-
ning Exim in the Cygwin environment.

The terms and conditions for the use and distribution of Exim are contained in the file NOTICE. Exim
is distributed under the terms of the GNU General Public Licence, a copy of which may be found in
the file LICENCE.

The use, supply, or promotion of Exim for the purpose of sending bulk, unsolicited electronic mail is
incompatible with the basic aims of Exim, which revolve around the free provision of a service that
enhances the quality of personal communications. The author of Exim regards indiscriminate mass-
mailing as an antisocial, irresponsible abuse of the Internet.

Exim owes a great deal to Smail 3 and its author, Ron Karr. Without the experience of running and
working on the Smail 3 code, I could never have contemplated starting to write a new MTA. Many of
the ideas and user interfaces were originally taken from Smail 3, though the actual code of Exim is
entirely new, and has developed far beyond the initial concept.

Many people, both in Cambridge and around the world, have contributed to the development and the
testing of Exim, and to porting it to various operating systems. I am grateful to them all. The
distribution now contains a file called ACKNOWLEDGMENTS, in which I have started recording the
names of contributors.

1.1 Exim documentation

This edition of the Exim specification applies to version 4.99.5 of Exim. Substantive changes from the
4.98 edition are marked in some renditions of this document; this paragraph is so marked if the
rendition is capable of showing a change indicator.

This document is very much a reference manual; it is not a tutorial. The reader is expected to have
some familiarity with the SMTP mail transfer protocol and with general Unix system administration.
Although there are some discussions and examples in places, the information is mostly organized in a
way that makes it easy to look up, rather than in a natural order for sequential reading. Furthermore,
this manual aims to cover every aspect of Exim in detail, including a number of rarely-used, special-
purpose features that are unlikely to be of very wide interest.

An “easier” discussion of Exim which provides more in-depth explanatory, introductory, and tutorial
material can be found in a book entitled The Exim SMTP Mail Server (second edition, 2007), pub-
lished by UIT Cambridge (https://www.uit.co.uk/exim-book/).

The book also contains a chapter that gives a general introduction to SMTP and Internet mail.
Inevitably, however, the book is unlikely to be fully up-to-date with the latest release of Exim. (Note
that the earlier book about Exim, published by O’Reilly, covers Exim 3, and many things have
changed in Exim 4.)

If you are using a Debian distribution of Exim, you will find information about Debian-specific
features in the file /usr/share/doc/exim4-base/README.Debian. The command man update-exim.conf
is another source of Debian-specific information.
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As Exim develops, there may be features in newer versions that have not yet made it into this
document, which is updated only when the most significant digit of the fractional part of the version
number changes. Specifications of new features that are not yet in this manual are placed in the file
doc/NewStuff in the Exim distribution.

Some features may be classified as “experimental”. These may change incompatibly while they are
developing, or even be withdrawn. For this reason, they are not documented in this manual.
Information about experimental features can be found in the file doc/experimental.txt.

All changes to Exim (whether new features, bug fixes, or other kinds of change) are noted briefly in
the file called doc/ChangeLog.

This specification itself is available as an ASCII file in doc/spec.txt so that it can easily be searched
with a text editor. Other files in the doc directory are:

OptionLists.txt list of all options in alphabetical order
dbm.discuss.txt discussion about DBM libraries

exim.8 a man page of Exim’s command line options
experimental.txt documentation of experimental features
filtertxt specification of the filter language
Exim3.upgrade upgrade notes from release 2 to release 3
Exim4.upgrade upgrade notes from release 3 to release 4
openssl.txt installing a current OpenSSL release

The main specification and the specification of the filtering language are also available in other
formats (HTML, PostScript, PDF, and Texinfo). Section below tells you how to get hold of these.

1.2 FTP site and websites

The primary site for Exim source distributions is the exim.org FTP site, available over HTTPS, HTTP
and FTP. These services, and the exim.org website, are hosted at the University of Cambridge.

As well as Exim distribution tar files, the Exim website contains a number of differently formatted
versions of the documentation. A recent addition to the online information is the Exim wiki
(https://wiki.exim.org), which contains what used to be a separate FAQ, as well as various other
examples, tips, and know-how that have been contributed by Exim users. The wiki site should always
redirect to the correct place, which is currently provided by GitHub, and is open to editing by anyone
with a GitHub account.

An Exim Bugzilla exists at https://bugs.exim.org. You can use this to report bugs, and also to add
items to the wish list. Please search first to check that you are not duplicating a previous entry. Please
do not ask for configuration help in the bug-tracker.

1.3 Mailing lists

The following Exim mailing lists exist:

exim- Moderated, low volume announcements list
announce @l[ists.exim.org

exim-users @lists.exim.org General discussion list
exim-users-de@lists.exim.org ~ General discussion list in German language
exim-dev@lists.exim.org Discussion of bugs, enhancements, etc.
exim-cvs @lists.exim.org Automated commit messages from the VCS

You can subscribe to these lists, change your existing subscriptions, and view or search the archives
via the mailing lists link on the Exim home page. If you are using a Debian distribution of Exim, you
may wish to subscribe to the Debian-specific mailing list pkg-exim4-users @lists.alioth.debian.org via
this web page:

https://alioth-lists.debian.net/cgi-bin/mailman/listinfo/pkg-exim4-users

Please ask Debian-specific questions on that list and not on the general Exim lists.
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1.4 Bug reports

Reports of obvious bugs can be emailed to bugs@exim.org or reported via the Bugzilla
(https://bugs.exim.org). However, if you are unsure whether some behaviour is a bug or not, the best
thing to do is to post a message to the exim-dev mailing list and have it discussed.

1.5 Where to find the Exim distribution
The master distribution site for the Exim distribution is
https://downloads.exim.org/
The service is available over HTTPS, HTTP and FTP. We encourage people to migrate to HTTPS.

The content served at https://downloads.exim.org/ is identical to the content served at
https://ftp.exim.org/pub/exim and ftp://ftp.exim.org/pub/exim.

If accessing via a hostname containing fip, then the file references that follow are relative to the exim
directories at these sites. If accessing via the hostname downloads then the subdirectories described
here are top-level directories.

There are now quite a number of independent mirror sites around the world. Those that I know about
are listed in the file called Mirrors.

Within the top exim directory there are subdirectories called exim3 (for previous Exim 3 distri-
butions), exim4 (for the latest Exim 4 distributions), and 7esting for testing versions. In the exim4
subdirectory, the current release can always be found in files called

exim-n.nn.tar.xz
exim-n.nn.tar.gz
exim-n.nn.tar.bz2

where n.nn is the highest such version number in the directory. The three files contain identical data;
the only difference is the type of compression. The .xz file is usually the smallest, while the .gz file is
the most portable to old systems.

The distributions will be PGP signed by an individual key of the Release Coordinator. This key will
have a uid containing an email address in the exim.org domain and will have signatures from other
people, including other Exim maintainers. We expect that the key will be in the "strong set" of PGP
keys. There should be a trust path to that key from the Exim Maintainer’s PGP keys, a version of
which can be found in the release directory in the file Exim-Maintainers-Keyring.asc. All keys used
will be available in public keyserver pools, such as pool.sks-keyservers.net.

At the time of t